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JOMORANDUM FOR: CHIKM, FOREIGN MILITARY STUDIES BRANCH 


SRJECT 1 Reviewer's Evaluation of MS * P-041 ‘an, vol XXVII, 
N "Headquarters Commendant, Army High Command" 


1. Combined edit and review of MS # P-041 aa, Vol XVII, was 
completed this date. 


2, The author, who was Headquarters Commandant from 1941 - 1945, 
describes hie mission and the general organisation at Ar High 
Command Headquarters, Wo inféraation is given that might be of any | 

use. a ; | 
8, The manusoript is part of the study on the German High 
Command, which consists of 36 volumes, A synopsis of the contents 


of the entire study 1s available in MS # 7-111, prepared in the 


4. Reproduction is not recommended, 
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H. HAI 
„ Consultant & Analyet 
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| mee COMMANDANT 
Aer HIGH COMMAND — 
(19 - 458) 


1. ‘ ORGANZZATION 
me organisation of the headquarters of the Ar High Command can 


do seen from the organisational chart at tached to this mamsortpt 


Only essential features are shown, details, especially vithin the 
individual departments, having been omitted for the sake of clarity. 
All statements are made from menory, since no records were available, 


The shaded sections in the chart represent the connand group of the 


ary General state, vhich vas dtrectiy under the ‘command of the chief 
N of the 1 General stats and handled ail problens speottioaiiy bearing 


| en the oon,’ of operations, 


tthe various branches are Listed on pages fi 20-21 together vith their 
functions, : 
| it goes vithout saying that ‘the sepia Suns tie was 5 always in a state 
of flux, and that many changes coourred during the var. However, it 


ie not t posetbie do describe these N without . to 9 


us f Noll a ö ö : 2. 
. eee: naue 1 
Men 1 au, dation as ne-. 0 Commandant on 1 Getober 1941, 


the headquarters hed boon on the deres of ake Hamer, in East Prassia, 
for the past four months te ‘condnat operations on the Russian front. 


Fa Hershel von Brauchitech was 56111 in command as Coumander-in-Ghief 


of the Army. Eis Chief of. the. Arry general Steff vas Generaloberst 
elder. the headquarters vas ine camp in. the Mauer forest between 
Rastonbure and Angerburg, about fifteon: Kuessters das tant fron: Hitler's 
Headquarters, which. was Likewise in a. forest. aemp ei antes at a point 


el ese 8e and nerthaart of. Rastenbarge: Both campa were on. the Rastenburg - 


Angerburg railroad, mich vas tins the. shortest ‘Line or communication 
and as such was used for routine traffic vetwoon the two headquarters, 
ofthe. Grap in the nas forest was divided. Auto. ‘two sections, 


Section Frits and Section qpelle, separated from each other by the 


Rosengarten ~ - Angerbors: read. val hesdquartera seotions of the Arey 
General. Starr were in Section rats with the exception of the Sapply 
and Adminiotration Offieer and the headquarters * operating under 
him, which were in gection quelle, 7 
d two. en sections were not large enough te contain all the 
necessary installations and droepe. and to facilitate concealment ,” 


. protection againat ar attacks and for apt reasons it was not com 
| sidered Argan to concentrate then el) un one forest. area. there- 


fore, padi tional permanent-type peagetine easernes and military 
installations as well, as derer camps had den eine to accomme- 
date me entire personae. of the hesdquartere de that the entire 


. 
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hake. uner- ~ Drengfurt = = Angesturg = Rohwenten - - Lootaan. aren, oF the 
rt entire. aren arennd the northern shores of Lake Nener and the eastern 
— ahoves of Lake Schvensait wae involved. “The field headquarters ef the 


Comuandor-in-Chief of the SS was ale in this ares, whereas. the Luft- 


wate. High Command had. ite headquarters in the Gelaap - Rominten eres, 
--pithongh contact was maintained with “these two: enn they were 
- Andependont in all respesta, 


3 the Menerveld forest camp the personnel were billeted in wooden 


barracks under high trees, surrounded by water and svemps, he Commander- 
An- chief and the enter of the Army General Staff lived and worked with 


then urder the sane conditions, Guate were a wafeance in the sumer, 


oe mosquite nate and voreen windows proving an inadequate protection, on 
u u Asetrie Light was necessary to provide mffictent 44000 
er map tables and typewriters. Many of the 1. 500 nen who worked here 
- gontinually asy ond night did not get out of the forest for. weeks on 
end, and an hour of reat by the shore of the great: eke or on the banke 
of due canal: at the edge of the forest was. & great pleasure to then. 


Phare, the Headquarters Commandant hed installed a dont station, a 
inne pool, and football and Feusthall “ fields 
4 bas and ra shattie service fron Hosengarten — c section 


Fritz in ‘the mmer forest - angerbarg - fohweaten. - Loetsen provided 
dhe — connection between ‘the most important points of the 
heciqusterss Meter boats were alse used to cross the lake, sisce the 


Gietance from the Kener forest to Loetsen was about dirty kiloneters. 


—— nae 
* T pine tn Gernsay u. mien the tease punch on 


inflated ball across a net dividing then, 


C 


1 the headquss 
crop, with dnn, HoLetukt, Badayenty Athans, ‘Roma and 80 forth, ‘The 
airfiend. wae near Lootneny. an airfield ter Storch * 11e alzplanes 

. wan. eleo available at the edge or n. Kener torent for. shortediatance - 

- traffic. 
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A. airforce wing, „ aachen numerous: Aten Planes, was, . 
ers to maintain the mein eourler: tratfio with. the: arn 


‘She headquarters had a power. plant of ite own for Light: end power 


ö current, “BO. well as a pumping station tor the water n the food 
tat the bie forest. camp wae prepared in two large electrically equipped 
wkitchene,: each: with a. cooking capacity for 1,000 nen. = nenbere of 


the forest d obbeined their food ‘from those N ‘the am ul a0 


kad ite ovn Alenghterhouse: and &. vekery,: ae well ag a diary, ar of 

| teh vere managed wy the Intendant oe et ‘the Ghiet of A fopply and 
7 Adataistration, the work being handled by regular, motorised wits of 

the 4 supply. services, | mie made the headquarters independent of 


the arent country... fhe inatallat une of tho headquarters that 


were, 1 eansernes and groups | o denperar y- v buildings. af. pngorburg 


ond beessen were Likewise independent of outeide sources, Though water, 
Light. and power current were supplied vy the municipal worke, electrical 


— aggregation and pumps hed een installed, 20 that they on de inde- 
pendent at any orn sine, 5 


. ae betel en hake separa had deen — ite 


a pen pe a ee en vr nn Leading 
and feke-off area. 


*. A ofvalian official 1 the  adnknt erative: servises ranking | 
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a cuent house for viel tors 44 persons on official business who had to 


| ater overnight. ‘Hotels had elo been reqataitioned in Angorture and 
booten do anconcdate persons attending. mectings end. sonferences. | 


Certain headquarters | branches had reuained at the aray High Gemmend 


base enn in the troop gam a zen, south of Boriin, among them was 


the. Forelga 110 Intelligence Branch (vest), since At saiasion was 

congerned mainly with the woatera ‘theater's of var. ‘The foreign military 

attaches ‘were also still in Berlin in 1943, and only anne to Bast 
Prassis for special conferences and discussions. rer this reason, the 


Avtachd Brench also had renained in Camp. Zeppelin (the cancaflage nane 


tor the base camp at zoggen) with only one prety officer end a mall 
tert at the headquarters in Rast Prussia. Later, when the air 


situation made it neceanary, ‘the ailitery attachds of derar- allies 
were given alternate accemedations at Kellensee, south of Rangedort, 
in the southern. outskirts. of Berlin, the distance from Hellensee to 
camp aenpelin vas only seven er eight kileneters. 
mes von Branchitech resigned his poet as Coumaader-in-Chief of 
the Army in Noveaber 194) end Hitler ascaned that post, General Halder, 
a Chief of Army General Staff remained at the head of the Ar High 


Command headquarters. He remained in his old offiecs and procested 


te At ere hen ers aur to Aisouss the situation and receive 


| ore, Generally erte 1 electric, wenn on the qne-track Anger- 


dura - astenburs railway: Line wen. ae described above, eonneoted 


555 fhe te camps he me deer about ee kin. Antes. W line 
- was ee 90 all other teattic, . 


mere a ee | 8 


. A4acuastens at mu — ani deer place in the | 
5 otha and lasted severe. mare. Ader his return trom Hitlerte head-= - 


garters, he. enter of svete hat 16 held sonferences, ic orders. 

d bſecuee with hie Operations Branch end other departaents ‘the situation 
reporta 6 ant tted by the various omy, groups, so that he. anty worked, 
unt date at alen. ‘he nere of the various ‘branches were ao tied 
5 den ww their respensible vox that they. probably, never Left the forest. 

— * Kaen on officiel journey, restricting their movencnte othorvise to 
— the nasrow space. of office, bedroom end MOBS. Sines the extrenely 
vesponetble work of these chiefs was done behind & ple soreen of 
secret field police: end intelligence agente, few other people einpLoyed 
| at the headquarters could have an idea of, that work or could make 
| 45 6414 observations of wast vent en. A. speotel: aroup of seoret field 
polies, about sixty strong, murrounded these. quarters on guard, and 
ö votre e day and ate, portly. as phystonl protection and partly to 
oe, . ms maintain security. 1. ve only 0 epecial pass and after a personal 
Q 33 . check that outaiders qoula be admitted to the wegung premises of the | 
| enter of ‘the General, Staff and the command. group, 
| 11 Amportant conferensen 4 the Wehrnacht nien Command or Hitler 
- been place at Wohfeschanse, *, Gonterences with subordinate agen, 
; e eee and Foar enden, of the ier High Commend, or of 
0 the commander of. the Replacunent Training ary took place. ia special | 
| 7 ron in ‘the ru of the e headquarters vent w the police, 


0 „ gigs Oe 222 ere — tor Alter 1 headquarters in Kast Prussia. 


2 . 


1 a r g mee: 
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| auen ay pesaibiiity of t adnittance for — liven the 


riers Gonmaniant was bound ly these atriet ‘yegulations, and, 


Westens, had no it inte this part or the work at headquarters. 
: tn edelsten, his own veeponsibilition vere co mumorous end variegated 
. ‘that’ he. had RO tine for. any wap, hie own: ‘affetres After the resignation 
‘of the Commander-tn~Ghief of the Av, important military and political 
receptions. ware held at Hibler's Werse, no longer at headquarters 


of ‘the Arey’ ‘Bagh ‘Ponmand. 

For better and more convenient communication between Ary High 
Command ‘headquarters and Berlin, as the capital end seat of the central 
governxent: ageneies as well as of the Gommander of the Replecement 
fraining. Arey, a train geriet with sleeper ocathes une schednled from 


. Berl 1 (goklesischer Bahnhof) te Rastenburg (Hitler's heaiquerters) and 
te Anger burg (Aru Righ Consiand headigiartere). One train started from 
Berlin and one from Angerburg Cy evening and arrived at ite destination 

ö on the next morning, ‘Shis pected erf train service was also used | 


* dere of Hitler's headquarters, the field hesigqaarters of the 
Gonmander=in-Chief of the 88, bur waffe headquarters, and by the Foreign 


| Mintatey. In naa tion there was regular courier plane traffie fren 

| boatson te Rangudor?, south of Berlin, and staaten, west of Berlin, 
tres Waere velays departed to north, south and vest, ‘fhe installation 

0 this eourier plane aervise was me responsibility of the Headquarters 


rer In the eames of 1943, tha beh comand Aootted to move aearer te 
the eder treat. after vreper ‘Feconnal cane and copiens construction 
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. e nau sites vere etsm ches doth for Hitler's headquarters and for 


the AY 1 Commend ' within a fow nonthe in and around Winndsa, on the 
la. ronchet ef the Boug River in Ukraine. Hitler's headquarters: . 
moved into a camp of wooden ‘barracks and bunkers: in a forest north of 

the ei, while an entire section | ‘af the: 61 of Winnisa, the University . 
quavter, ‘which was specially waited for this purpose on atemnt of the. 
great amber of Large Vaildings, woe requiettionsd for the Army High — 


Gommand,” me tranefer from Zest Prossia took plage by rail in July 


1942, ‘Only small echelons of the headquarters renz ined in East Prussis 
end in the Camp Zeppelin, south of Berlin, — | 

“Ya Winnisa, ere the rear services of Army Group A wore al 30 
‘stationed, only’ a n part of the population: was evacuated, namely, 
From the sebst en reqateitioned for the Amy High Command, In the 
other parts of the city, : ‘Live gent im as before, with market activi- 
ties, pivosonions, theater and aoncerta in the Péople's Park, Barbed- 
wire ‘fenses were considered unnecessary, but the reads leading to the 

xterra area wore watahed by guards and sentries. 411 héisen in 


which hesdquarters persomel were billeted vers renovated ‘and electric. 

1 and running vater were inatelied, eo that the entire quarter 

“wee ‘goat enter abr. and suited for the purpose. ö 
The were of the General, staf? was Rot once distarbed in this city, 


. An rab ‘there were. even no ais raids, It was. safe For headquarters 


personne de nove ebout wingly, de teke vides or walks even beyond the: 
elty Limits bent tear or incidents, veau or the mutual confidence N 


‘vetween hie pepalasion aid the Soeupying forces. Paring the entire 
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: teas months which the headquarters stayed in the eur there waa no 
| frtotion « and 20 reprisals of any sort decane necessary, Produce was 
7 : provared fron the rich Land of the environ’, the major denten instal- 
- Lations end abilities, rach as the een slaughter mouse ona ‘the 
5 estrtelty wen. vere uitlised, wt German personnel were exployed to 
ö “retaforoe t the braten labor. . 10 general, tne principle of maintaining 
m. este possible re of Andependense was observed here, as had 
| ‘ean | the case in East Prusste, with addi tonal food supplies from the 
| | surrounding country. 


| air and rail connections were reorganised to use the winnise alr- 


fa and the Brest-Litovak - shitontr - Kovel - nenne railroad, The 
bee to Bertin new took about thirtyeatz hours, 


In the Late comer of 1948 the Chief of the General Steff, General 


5 ‘alder, went back to Germany, and General of the item zeitzler, wn 
. wp t to then had deen thier of staft to the Commander-in-Chief West, tock 
. hep pines, Shortly efter this change, 8 beet eien vas taken de move 
N the headquarters back to East Prussia, one iber tent rensen may have 
deen the better einn conminigations with the a Groups Lor in, 
le. orway, and also with the Balkans, The transfer took place 
. ‘the Yoginning of Hovesber 1943; ee East Prasaian quarters were 
75 vue matted for the vinter, | 


‘Here 111 and work bon 1e re ‘the enter ways Huserous 


| . | 2 and. changes in organisation and sine, “due to the iength 


5 0 at- ot the wer, had to take place, Branches were 


. ta . vere conechidated,, working preesdures were simplified, 
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Unnecessary staff sections abolished, able-vedied persomnel released for 


aotive. aervice, ‘the terre cerbed oot ‘for surplus personnel ‘and women 

and disabled soldiers were exployed. . these circumstances: brought. constant 
changes: in the Orgenisation. All. this was ompactelly true of the Aray 
High. Cemsand, since the chief of General Staff was anxious to ‘set a good 
examples: 

_ Rowever, siveable new installations became necessary, such ae camps 
speotelly equipped for the many hundreds of women helpers as clerk. 
signe. and economic eaxiliaries, These neu inetellatione had ‘to be 
provided at the: eri sting headquarters, at the base cam and at future 
sites — for. which plane were constantly under way. 

On the whole, no appreciable personne] changes took place in 1943. 


ee Chief of the General Steff, Generel Zeitsler, went to Berchtesgaden 
several times with small working staffs to de near Hitler, For this. 


purpoee parts of the mountain infantry barracks at Strub near Derehtes- 
eaten were ecoupied,. and a new working camp was built in the forest 


near wn. on the road half-way. betugen Reichenhall and Berchtesgaden. 


At the order of the Headquarters Commandant plans vere prepared : for nev 


quarters in the Sal sburg-Reichenhall-Zerchtesgaden areas against the 


event ef the entire headquarters having to shift, The plane vere 10 


erent: detail and. required numereus eigaal conmanication and milding 


measures, which bop she. greater part of the year. Other plans for 


new. qanrters in Silesia, in the center of the Reich, and in. the area 
8 of: Giesemonréraf were considered, put in most gases these plans did 
not * e the initial stages and changed frequently. oO 


a. 
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232. the problens of -sounrtty and onttatreraft protection became 
more. ang more. serious: and urgent in Bast Prussia owing to the withdrawal. 
of the fronts toward. the. eastern frontiers of Germany. An. extension of 
the dbase camp at Zossen . ‘became necessary. ince the headquarters 
personne) ‘had dnereased. considerably ‘since wa, Furthermore, the . 
growing. nenace fron. the. air in bentral er required the building 


0 alternate quarters fer fhe Berlin sections ae: well. as 4 development. 


of the n sir raid shelters, 

n unt ‘the special mission. of the Headquarters Gouendent of the 
A High Command to meintein uniformity in the adninistration, supply, 
internal routine and discipline of the fraquently widely. separated 
sections of the headquarters end to atatribute the forces for security. 
ond. ant la reraft defense 1 euch a wey that. everything functioned 
eh at the place where the onier of the General Steff happened te 
be at any given moment with the. moat important parte of the command 
group. there were tines. in 1943/44, for instance when Hitler was at 
Berchtesgaden, when the walk of tne headquarters was in Bast Prussia, 
other parts at zoggen. south of Berlin, and the top echelon at Berohtes 
anden, At the sane tine nev quarters were under construction at other 
places in whe Reich and ‘fa. the masters of operation, in preperation 
for ay tronsfor of the headquarters that might veoome necessary. 

Tims, the Lint tea manpower available vas widely distributed and 


split . and consequently, the Headquarters Commandant often had to 


travel far in ‘the execution of his perv err functions, te. settle. 
organttetional preblene, or to alese iv. sections which had become 
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superfineus, 10 that’ often many weeks 5 passed voters a 5 personal report, 


a conference he was ordered. to attend or other reasens ere hin an 


| ‘ootaston te. 60 and dea to the enter of the General state porweneliy. 


tn many cases the Headquarters: Connendant received his orders, 


| tnetructions, and plans thr the entra ‘Branch of the General Staff, 
with whose Chief and matt there vas a very Lively exchange of ideas. 


For these reasons, the Headquarters Comendant rarely had eny 


‘opportunt ty to gain personal inpressions of the actions, attitudes and 
. ideas of the Chief of ‘the Generel staff, the chiefs of the Command 
| Group and the operations Branch, or of the Chief of arg Supply and 


Admiatetration, At this level Hitler! 8 security direative epplied with 


| particular severity, according te mich en . was allowed te know 
_ only that whitch concord hin Ammedtatedy, and en as mach as en 
abeotutely necessary. ho Locality, of neubere er the bd ghast command 


at any even tine was kept most secret, ag well as new h or transfers. 


the Headquarters Comendant hed at his Asposal a steft of about 
fifteen officers, twenty-five aduiniatrative officials, and approxinately 


. 100 other peoples His assistant was 8 staff officer with the rank or 


a veginental commander, who was dentenated ‘Mesdquarters Commandant for 
Special Avatgunents! and who fer 4 long tine acted ae commandant of 


‘he forest camps Frits ond quelle. the Penton tor the large nurber of 


ks ods Vey 


persomel was that, daring transtere of the headquarters, work had to 
. continue ot one site 1. transfer to the next was: in progress. 


| the adnini stration of the entire headquarters was, the responsibility 


of the Tatendant,, a civilian official rank ing as a colonsl, who had 
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under nan eoveral apeounting otfioer, 8 motorised bakery company, 4 
| ‘watohexy company, a ration ppi! office, aud a field kitchen instruction 
: staff. this letter served for the training and technical supervision 


of about twenty rield kitchens, 
? The medical. eee was in the hands of the Chief Hedioal officer, 
a solonel, with a staff of ix medical officers, one no tor ambulance 
section, three dental stations end one field laboratory. Hospital cases 
vere transferred to the nearest existing hospitals, Medical service 
wes liso extended to ell headquarters troop unites 

4 der veterinary Officer was in charge of the veterinary vervice 


uta about the beginning of 1944, He al se inspented the meat and 
other food sapplies ‘in ell kitchens. 


A guard battalion vas in charge of the guard wey for oll head» 


| quarters installations. Ave later stage only two companies of older 


: nan. whe were not kit tor service at the front were available. Vata 


‘thea, infantry pattelions of. the field forces were detailed as guard 


battalion in rotation, During this detail they had the opportunity to 
reat their men and replenish their material and improve their fiele 
training. 

N omatruction battelions were always employed for the sometines 


very comprehensive construction and maintenance work on patldings and 


- roads, rer this purpose, eleo, units were rotated from the front, In 


edaition d pocialined technical . companion maintained the electrical 
Light and power: ‘Anstadlations and the water supply installations for 


the —— len. es mentioned above, Was made as independent 
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5 of outaide Serbe as possible in these matters, 

Air raid protection v vas onder one staff officer as Air Raid Pro- 
seotion officer, who had sumerous auxiliaries in ahi headquarters 
prentaen, Wath the crewing menace. trom the air a well-organised passive 

; defenae and fire prevention service had to be eatabliched in all camps N 
and barracks and adapted to the conti mously changing Feqairenente, 
The Air Raid Protection Officer was a member of the staff of the Head- 
quarters Commandant. f 
 potive air defense was provided by an ontiatroraft artillery bat~ 
talion, with four to six batteries from the field forces, In East 
Prussia the Army High ‘Command AA battalion and Hitler's Headquarters 
; 1 daz dal 40m were combined to forn a formidable AA barrier on the 
i shores er Leke Maner, Natureliy, the Army High Command 44 battalion 
8 vas employed always to protect the most important point, the point 
where the Chief of the General Steff happened to be at any given tine, 
In ast Prussia the battalion was never seriously engaged, Later it 
vin employed in the Warsaw area, 
| During winter, the batteries were aiso de serve ac a protection 
e possible airborne landings, enpecially on the frosen lakes, 
me barrage fire plana required for this purpose and the coordination 
Z of action by el] arge end security forces vas one of the chief tactics) 
taske of the Headquarters Commandant. Special al ert plane had deen 
rere for this purpose, and in times of tension, as in 1944, other 
| oeh of the military eres concerned or of the field forces vere 


5 ineluded in the planning (for. example, troops from the fortifications 
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rcd Loetsen an 1948). 


other headquarters units or the fond ni bamend deludedt 

e eerst ia print ing vat tel len. 

Ane dete l0n constated of: a atest, and three. batteries: . 
ite. personnel end very extensive: equipuenty. widen. included the most: - 
up-to-date printing machinery and. other faotlitios, were, ameally 
employed at: three: aifgorant ‘points: 80 naeh the. snormous: Gemands of. 
Hitler and. the. Army Bign bamand in e. forme, and printing N 


01 el kinds. 


The: 61 85 Motor ‘treneportation Battalion, N 
1 bat dal fon constated of a stuff end fron three to four 


: companies with. about: 700; motor vehteles of all kinds for the entire 
= motor trattie pequirenente. or the headquarters and all ite installations, | 
9 Ins, te hed a comand gar company with a park of epacial vehicles 80 
“nove: a mobile comand post of. the headquarters, with the enter of the. 


Aray General. Staff, to. ony Axen voin at. any given times. 

> Provisions had see been made for rail transportation of a baatical 
group of the chier of the General Staff to any theater of war. Pwo 
special troine vere alwaya held available, equipped with all technical 


. fectlitien for Staff work during travel, and arrangenend s were made 
5 tor the rapid asser of a third train ter the other personnel. The 
oe chief of Transportation, and the outer Signal Gonmunications Officer alse 
v. mal. postal traine at thet ade pete. el} of vaich vere eqatnped 
os with working and sleeping fackii tien. | ‘Sone of: them were used on the 
os es 1 me. an nean, amp. and also. on * North rrem. Tor these 
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yurponee, the 0 Hesdquarters Comendant haa * have „ personal available 
a6 attendante on the traine. Yor alr transportation end Liateon service, 


the headquarters vas att anvigned a squadron of Lisisen planen 


N f which was later ners to 2 whole ving. m. base airfields were at 
. Lostsen ( (ast raue) and Rangetort (aoa of Berlin). The constant 
air Liatscn traffic to ant, fron ‘the army mene and Berlin necessitated 
| the establicheent of 1 regilar e.. ‘the Headquarters Commandant 


was reepenstble for the Protection of the ground service of the wing, 


for messing of the personnel and for the b service, 


| the ae Beoret Field Folice Group and the 6m. arey Post Office 


| vere ale wong the diere groups whose service the Heatquarters Comman- 
1 dant haa to regulate, 


the invasion of France * the Western Powers ta une jou brought 


| nev „rere, which angst in accordance vith the decisions node at 
‘Hitler! * Hendquarters, 


In the fal of 1944, 10 was ‘decked to remove: ne hesduarters of 


. tt the any 1105 Command to the base amp at Josten, south of Berlin, As 
| the factiitios there ware integrate, parts of the comprehensive barrack 
| | Aneteliations of Vaenstort and also ‘barracks at Potedan were to be 
; | : ‘taken aver ae well. | oving to the necessity to evacuate iter agencies 
7 . and 41 antral governaent . from Berlin inte the eres south of 
ine Berlin, the daLleting situation den. ieren asefioalt. ehe 
. 7 Comanter-t0-chist of the Replacement training 1 was in command of 
: this aren, and ers- conferences ond repented changes in disposition 


‘pecane ‘wnavoidatle ‘in the constantly narrowing ares. rer this N 
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| ‘headquarters agencies that | were not absolutely essential for tactical 


reasons were evacuated, done to the area around ohraraf in Thuringia 


and none de the Retchenhll-Berchteagaden area, An accordance with 


| plans and preparations der des in 1944, some of which had been completed, 


the ‘top-Level echelons, however, remained in the area facies and south 


of Berlin as long as possible, 


Ae a result of the oircunstances just described, the Headquarters 


commandant had to travel constantly between Berl in, ohrdruf and Berchtes- 


gaden in order to adapt the organisation of the guard duties ‘and security 


services, the administration and the supply services of these three 
chief groups of the headquarters to the changing situations, 
In early 1545. it seoned that the planned move to chrärur would 


materialise, go that proparations to accomodate the walk of the heads 
quarters there had to take precedence over ell other considerations, 
At that tine a was not ‘possible to foresee how valnerable 0 Ohrdruf would 


pecone to air attack. Work. was also pressed forvard to prepare alternate 
headquarters sites at the health resorts along the northeastern fringes 
of the Thuringtan Forest, such as Friedrichroda, Waltershausen, Tambach- 
Diethars, Georgenthal especially with ragerd to signal communications 
facilities, . 

The alternate neteneshet}Berch tengadan area with its forest caxp 
"Beseler" (near the Winkl railroad station), that was finished around 
February 1948, was filled with dispensable elenents of the headquarters 
more rapidly than had been winaatalls 

on 18 March 19465. cane the first and decisive air attack on the 
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base e Jeppeliz;, whore. the cad: of the Generel statt vas ‘still working, 
mate rate slowed. down. ‘bat fatied to bras. dhe work’ of the Army High 


aM the end of. 1944, while headquarters vas 4211 in Lasd-Pruasis, 


3 bade lan, hitherto Inspector General of Amored Forees, bat 


been. appointed as cler er the Generel start and General of the Infantry | 
Krebs. ‘haa deen over as Chief of the Command Group, |. 

In the Lesens half of Harch 1945, in view of the fetel and bie- 
antreun devel opnent of. the. situation on all fronts and the. penetration 
of the. Allied armies into the interler o Germany, the deéieton vas 
teken te aivias the high command into separate kroups. E top-level 


ales ronained in Berlin, and two separate command groups vore formed, 
. one for. the north ond one for, the south, mo an Rich Command head~ 


quarters now. disintegrated into a wunder of groups, the ohraruf elenents, 


nch were. ) establishing themselves according to instructions, withdrew — 
| 1 the Last. minute vefore, the americon tidons inte the Reicheshall. — 


Berchtecgaden area, lch had long deen prepared. che last elements 


‘to arrive were assigned to. varkous places in the area of Rosenheim - 


kuf bein - Chiensee — Wolfgangeee - the Lower Alps around Reichenhail 
as. far as Berchtesgaden, together vith innumerable other Governnens 
egencios and offices of all types, whore they. renained in extrensly . 
restricted premises until the. end an May. 1948. utes 

fhe Chief of the General staff, which post vas held vr General. . 


Krebe. 1 the last days of. me war. withdrew to the Forth Group. 


Important. ‘taotical clenente fron the Arey High Command headquarters in 
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riret Behslon of Aray Personne). office 
with Branch P III, whieh. handled | 
General . Staff: Officer affairs 


Lat tnd £6 1121 n Officer with ‘a section | 
2 the Luftwaffe intelligence ‘Branch for 


evaluation. of reports from the air forces, 


and interpretation erf aerial N 
fer. the arny. groups 


Laval Liataon. officer. 


Adtechb Branch (Military Attechhs| of sulted 


‘Btates). 


| General fer: special assignment 


(Le affairs of entire Army) 


Gounterintelligense Branch 
(Security, Secret Pield rel ice, Military 
‘Police, temporarily. e by 17, above) 


. Chief Intentry officer: 


Chief artillery. Officer: 


‘Chief Engineer: Officer: 


chief ‘of. Chemigal “‘Erecps 
These chiefs of arms and services acted as 


advisers te the Chief of the Aru General 
Staff on organisation, equipment, armament, 


training, comand 


‘Your Generale with staffs for special 


assign, in most cases on special 
assignzent with Army Groups in front 
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